In his right mind. Mark 5:1-20

· Mark’s gospel emphasises the deliverance ministry of Jesus (Mark 1:23 first act, v 39 linked with preaching, in ministry 3:11 and gives authority to drive out demons 3:14-15). There is a clear link between authority and this ministry.

· Deliverance is the practice of exorcism, driving out demons. What are demons? ?Opposite of Angels (ministering spirits). Tormenting spirits. Work in Satan’s plan to ‘spoil’. Spoil/distort the image of God in people.

· Deliverance is part of the Kingdom coming ministry of Jesus. ‘If I drive out demons by the spirit of God then the Kingdom of God has come upon you’ (Matthew 12:28). C.f. Acts 10:38 for the early church’s understanding of the ministry of Jesus.

· Mark 5 the demonised man

1. Profoundly affected by demons- de-humanised, image of God spoilt, out of community. In the continuum of demonisation this is extreme, not normal.

2. Is there a link with territorial spirits? N.B. v 10, the lake factor/Storm/Pigs. How do we confront territorial spirits? In flesh and blood encounters which is where they will manifest.

3. Authority issue. Jesus is in charge. How does authority relate to deliverance ministry, and indded ministry in general?

4. Jesus ministry is wholeness and restoration; clothed, in right mind, restored to community.

5. Jesus turns a victim into a minister.

How does this relate to our ministry todaty?

